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Even as the whole dental fraternity is talking about 'Evidence-based dentistry', very few understand that it is essential to expand and validate the current knowledge database of dentistry, in order to substantiate the new findings.

This goal of knowledge enhancement can be reached by following only one path -- the path which is less traveled -- the path of Research. The term 'Research' can be defined as a 'Systematic investigative process employed to increase or revise the current knowledge by discovering new facts'.

The work on research not only increases our cognition and perception of a specific arena, but also allows us to think 'out of the box'. This unprecedented and unconventional method to approach an existing fact forms the basis of the emergence of a novel hypothesis, which later becomes a substantive fact. What the profession needs now is not churning out established facts, but an innovative method of approaching problems, so as to solve the issues that seem to have had no answers to date. The dental personnel, particularly the younger generation, must bear this onus of dedicating a part of their career toward research, in an attempt to take dentistry one step ahead.

Knowledge and research have always gone hand in hand and Neil Armstrong rightly stated, "Research is creating new knowledge".
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